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Caring For Evergreens
· Plant evergreens in spring, summer or fall.
· Dig a hole a little larger than the size of the root ball.

· Remove plastic pot, if roots appear matted use your fingers or cut the roots to loosen them, doing this will also encourage root growth.

· Set the plant into the hole at the same depth as the soil line on the plant, no roots should protrude above the soil.

· Backfill with soil, compact the soil around the plant enough to hold the plant firmly in place.

· Water thoroughly.
· Do not put fertilizer in the planting hole.  A slow release fertilizer is available in granules that can be sprinkled around the plant at the top of the soil and watered in.

Watering
Water newly planted evergreens regularly during the first year of planting,  sandy soils may need more water, while clay may need less. 

Water evergreens before the soil freezes to help prevent winter burn.

Spraying evergreens with “WiltPruf” can help the plants retain moisture throughout the winter.  Apply as directed on label. 

Mulching

Adding mulch around your plant will help retain soil moisture and reduce weeds.  Organic mulches as they decompose will add organic matter to the soil.  

Add 2-4” of mulch around your plant, keeping it 1-2 inches from the trunk.
Fertilizer

Apply fertilizer in early spring or late fall.  Use a high nitrogen fertilizer.  Apply according to the label.

Pruning Evergreens
Mugho Pine

Mugho Pines are balled shaped and can be sheared for a more formal look.  To maintain a more compact, dense habit, prune or pinch back about two-thirds of the new growth.  Do not cut branches farther down the stem.  Pines produce buds only at the tips of the current season’s growth and will not produce new shoots farther down the stem.
Junipers

Topiary’s, Pompons and Spirals can be maintained by following the shape with a pruners or scissors.  Prune only the new growth, cutting back older wood will take years to grow back.  Prune spreading and creeping types by cutting back the unwanted branches back to a side shoot that will hide the cut.
Yews

Yews produce two flushed of growth yearly and should be pruned in spring before growth starts and again in midsummer.  To prune as a formal hedge make sure the base of the hedge is wider than the top this will insure adequate light to the base of the plant.

Arborvitae

Prune in early spring or mid-summer. Prune back to a bud or branch to encourage a more compact habit.  Plants may want to split apart at the top, to prevent this, tie the stems together with nylon or a stretchy material.
Pests and Diseases

One of the best controls for evergreens is to keep the plant in good growing conditions by proper planting, watering, mulching and fertilizing.

Use a dormant oil spray or lime sulfur spray before new growth in spring this will smother any over-wintering pests on your plants.

Hose off evergreens occasionally throughout the summer to remove any pests and keep the foliage clean.
